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(57) Abstract: 

PROBLEM TO BE SOLVED: To attain the highly accurate 
wobble extraction or prepit detection at the time of 
recording operation. 

SOLUTION: A push-pull signal (A+D)-(B+C) is made out 
from light receiving signals A, B, C, D obtained by 
receiving the return light of recording laser beam with 
a quadripartite photodetector. This push-pull signal is 
inputted to a variable gain circuit 28. The push-pull 
signal is normalized by setting a gain of the variable 
gain circuit 28 to the low gain in a mark forming part 
in accordance with a recording signal and to the high 
gain in a blank forming part. The wobble extraction or 
prepit detection is carried out based on the normalized 
push-pull signal. 
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